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The E2 ubiquitin conjugating enzyme Ubc13 in complex with the UEV protein Mms2 is involved in forming K63-
linked polyubiquitin chains which are implicated in nonproteolytic signaling pathways. The Mms2/Ubc13 complex
plays vital roles in DNA repair and the NF-xB pathway. We have determined the structure of the
Mms2/Ubc13/ubiquitin complex by trapping the covalently linked donor ubiquitin to the active site residue of
Ubcl3. The complex shows the details of the active site of Ubcl3 including the covalent link and specific
interactions of the donor ubiquitin with the UEV/E2 complex. Crystal packing places an ubiquitin from one complex
in the acceptor site of an adjacent complex placing K63 of the acceptor ubiquitin into the active site. Mutations that
disrupt this acceptor site and confer UV sensitivity provide evidence that the ubiquitin in the crystal is in the
acceptor site. Along with K63 of this acceptor ubiquitin making specific interactions with residues in the active site,
this suggests a model for ubiquitin chain formation and substrate specificity.



